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AIVMUAI.  REPORT  FOR  FFAR  1054. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  present  the  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  year 
1954. 


The  vital  statistics  are  again  virtually 
unchanged  from  the  past  two  years,  and  once 
again  there  are  no  deaths  recorded  from  any  of 
the  ordinary  infectious  diseases. 

This  year  I have  included  a table  showing 
the  deaths  in  age  groups.  It  shows,  I think,  the 
increasing  number  of  people  that  have  lived  into 
the  70  plus  age  group.  This  figure,  if  present 
trends  continue,  will  be  an  ever  growing  one, 
greater  numbers  of  the  population  living  into  the 
“aged”  group. 

From  a public  health  angle  this  group  is  a 
most  important  one,  as  with  increasing  age  people 
tend  to  require  more  and  more  care,  and  it  seems 
inevitable  that  much  work  and  attention  will  be 
needed  to  care  for  our  old  folks. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  R.  GRAHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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l*iil>lic  Ilealili  S^air. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

John  R.  Graham,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (St.  And.),  D.P.H.  (St.  And.) 

Sanitary  Inspector: 

L.  Wilson,  M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Vi4al  !Niaiiwtic«  and  .Social  Coiidiliuiiisi  of  ilio  Arcii. 


Population  (Registrar-General’s  figures)  ....  8,770 


Birth  Rate. 

17-21  per  1,000  live  births  of  the  resident  population. 
1813  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 


Death  Rate. 

10  71  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

From  Sepsis  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

From  Other  Causes  ....  ....  ....  Nil 


Infantile  Death  Rate. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ....  ....  33‘11 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  live  births  33  78 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


ill  Olay 

Live  Births. 

Males ; Total  64. 
Females : Total  87. 

Still  Births. 

Males : Total  2. 

Females : Total  6. 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under 
Males : Total  2. 

Females : Total  3. 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under 
Males  : Total  1. 
Females : Total  2. 


Oi'4>!«!«  Ui'liaii  Ifislrict. 


Legitimate  63. 
Legitimate  85. 

Illegitimate  1 
Illegitimate  2 

Legitimate  1. 
Legitimate  6. 

Illegitimate  1 
Illegitimate  0 

1 Year  of  Age. 
Legitimate  2. 
Legitimate  3. 

Illegitimate  0 
Illegitimate  0 

4 Weeks  of  Age. 
Legitimate  1. 
Legitimate  2. 

Illegitimate  0 
Illegitimate  0 
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Causes  of  l>ea<li 

ill  ihe  Cl  a Cross  Uistrici  during:  1054. 


Male  Female 


All  Causes  ....  ....  ....  57 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ....  1 

Tuberculosis,  other  ....  ....  0 

Syphilitic  disease  ....  ....  0 

Diphtheria  ....  ....  ....  0 

Whooping  Cough  ....  ....  0 

Meningococcal  Infections  ....  0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ....  ....  0 

Measles  ....  ....  0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  0 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ....  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ....  0 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ....  0 

Other  Malignant  & Lymphatic  Neoplasms  4 
Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ....  ....  0 

Diabetes  ....  ....  ....  2 

Vascular  lesions  of  Nervous  System  ....  8 

Coronary  disease,  angina  ....  9 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ....  3 

Other  Heart  Disease  ....  ....  4 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ....  2 

Influenza  ....  ....  ....  0 

Pneumonia  ....  ....  ....  5 

Bronchitis  ....  ....  ....  3 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  3 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ....  0 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ....  0 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis....  ....  0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate ....  ....  1 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  ....  0 

Congenital  Malformations  ....  1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  5 
Motor  vehicle  accidents  ....  ....  0 

All  other  accidents  ....  ....  1 

Suicide  ....  ....  ....  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ....  0 


37 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 
0 
0 
8 

6 
0 
4 
0 
0 
2 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
7 
0 
1 
0 
0 


7 


licnilis  ill  x%g:e  Ciiroii|»«, 
1054. 


Under  1 year 

Males 

2 

Females 

3 

Total 

5 

1 — 5 years 

2 

0 

2 

5 — 10  years 

0 

0 

0 

10 — 15  years 

0 

0 

0 

15 — 20  years 

1 

0 

1 

20 — 25  years 

0 

0 

0 

25 — 35  years 

1 

0 

1 

35 — 45  years 

2 

1 

3 

45 — 55  years 

6 

1 

7 

55 — 65  years 

9 

6 

15 

65 — 70  years 

7 

5 

12 

70 — 75  years 

9 

9 

18 

75 — 80  years 

7 

6 

13 

80 — 85  years 

7 

3 

10 

85 — 90  years 

4 

2 

6 

90 — 95  years 

0 

1 

1 

57 

37 

94 
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SiWlAij  tJllliJUiHSTAIN’CJKN. 

On  the  1st  January,  1954,  the  Urban  District  became  a specified 
area  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks.  This  means  that  only  types  of 
milk  that  can  be  sold  in  the  area  are  Pasteurised,  Sterilised,  Tuber- 
culin Tested,  Tuberculin  Tested  (pasteurised),  Tuberculin  Tested 
(sterilised)  and  Accredited,  but  after  the  30th  September,  1954,  the 
last  mentioned  designation  ceased  to  be  used. 

All  the  above  named  milks  must  be  sold  in  approved  labelled 
containers. 

The  effect  of  this  order  is  that  all  milk  delivered  in  the  Urban 
Area  is  bottled  and  the  majority  of  supplies  come  either  directly,  or 
indirectly  through  distributors,  from  one  or  other  of  the  big  dairy 
companies. 

During  the  year  one  or  two  complaints  of  dirty  bottles  being 
delivered  have  been  received.  The  diary  which  bottled  the  milk  has 
been  visited  and  the  management  on  each  occasion  expressed  great 
regret,  and  I think  one  can  say  that  every  precaution  is  taken  that  no 
dirty  bottle  comes  off  the  filling  line  and  is  delivered  to  the  public. 
In  spite  of  all  care  and  mechanical  aids  to  cleanliness  the  human 
element  is  bound  to  make  mistakes  at  times  and  a dirty  bottle  will 
escape  scrutiny. 

Most  of  the  dirty  or  imperfect  bottles  that  do  get  through  are 
ones  which  have  been  kept  for  some  time  by  the  consumers  (canteens 
on  building  sites  being  the  biggest  sinners  in  this  respect)  and  not 
returned  quickly  to  the  diary.  The  milk  residue  becomes  congealed 
and  hardened  and  the  washing  plant,  though  very  efficient,  cannot 
deal  with  this  type  of  contamination.  Nevertheless,  the  dairy  com- 
panies are  solely  responsible  for  producing  milk  in  clean  bottles,  but 
the  public  could  help  very  greatly  by  rinsing  the  empty  bottles  and 
ensuring  their  prompt  return  to  the  distributor. 

I may  add  that  the  dairy  company  stated  that  bottles  returned 
from  most  housewives  were  in  good  condition. 

The  following  figures  have  been  supplied  by  a local  dairy  com- 
pany relative  to  dirty  and  imperfect  bottles  : — 

Average  number  of  bottles  filled  per  week  ....  625,000 

Average  number  of  bottles  which  have  to  be  dis- 
carded per  week  ....  150 

Average  number  of  bottles  “spotted”  on  the  fill- 
ing line  as  dirty  and  unfit  ...  ....  1,400  per  week 

The  improvement  in  health  due  to  the  area  being  specified  for 
the  sale  of  designated  milk  cannot  be  reckoned  in  figures,  but  it  does 
mean  that  the  milk  consumed,  and  this  applies  especially  to  young 
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children,  is  as  safe  a food  when  delivered  to  the  home  as  human 
ingenuity  can  devise  at  the  present  time. 

There  is  full  employment  in  the  area ; but  it  would  be  of  great 
benefit  if  more  light  industries  could  be  established.  The  work  avail- 
able mostly  requires  fully  fit  personnel;  thus  there  is  a dearth  of  light 
work  locally  for  disabled  or  partially  disabled  people. 

Waicr  .Suppliesi. 

The  supplies  were  ample  in  quantity.  Routine  sampling  was 
carried  out  during  the  year  and  all  samples  submitted  for  examination 
were  of  a satisfactory  quality  for  domestic  use. 

Nctvei'itgro  aiifl  Nt^nas'e 

No  new  works  were  carried  out  or  commenced  during  the  year. 

liif4‘Ciiou.« 

The  common  infectious  diseases  showed  the  usual  fluctuation  in 
notifications.  Scarlet  fever  was  lower  in  incidence  while  measles 
showed  a marked  increase.  Generally  the  diseases  were  of  a mild  type 
and  no  deaths  were  recorded. 

Again  no  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  received ; this  is  the 
seventh  year  the  area  has  had  a clean  sheet. 

Immunisations  were  increased,  123  cases  receiving  treatment 
compared  with  90  the  previous  year. 

IVniioiiitl  Act, 

Afatioiiiil  A««iailaiicc  ( Amciifliiieiit}  Act,  195  1. 

No  statutory  action  was  taken.  One  case  was  investigated,  of  an 
aged  couple  who  were  needing  care.  The  husband  was  willing  and 
even  eager  to  get  accommodation,  but  the  old  lady,  who  physically 
was  in  a very  poor  state,  took  a great  deal  of  persuasion  before  con- 
senting to  receive  treatment.  She  was  admitted  to  Scarsdale 
Hospital  but  died  within  a few  days.  The  husband  was  admitted  to 
Part  III  accommodation  for  a fortnight  and  then  left  to  live  with  a son 
in  the  North  of  England. 


UOUSIKG. 

The  long  awaited  Housing  Act  has  now  become  law  and  from 
the  practical  point  of  dealing  with  unfit  properties  does  not  give  any 
greater  powers  than  the  previous  Acts;  in  fact,  in  some  ways  the 
standards  that  could  formerly  be  required  are  lowered. 
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The  Urban  Area,  as  I have  reported  before,  has  always  had  a 
very  serious  housing  problem.  Many  of  the  houses  are  of  indifferent 
construction  and,  furthermore,  too  many  have  been  indifferently 
maintained. 

From  a Public  Health  Officer’s  angle  there  is  little  difficulty  in 
producing  and  justifying  a programme  for  the  demolition  of  at  least 
250  houses  in  the  next  five  years,  but  it  is  realized  by  your  Officers 
in  the  Health  Department  that  other  factors  must  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration. 

Firstly,  the  allocation  of  45  houses  per  annum  allowed  by  the 
Ministry  for  all  housing  purposes  are  quite  insufficient  to  deal  with 
even  the  immediate  needs  of  the  Council  when  one  remembers  that 
one  area  alone,  which  the  Council  have  more  or  less  decided  should 
be  acquired,  the  houses  demolished  and  the  area  re-developed,  holds 
at  least  90  families  which  will  require  rehousing ; in  addition  to 
people  who  are  living  in  shared  and  overcrowded  accommodation. 

Secondly,  there  is  the  financial  aspect.  If  can  truly  be  said,  of 
course,  that  this  is  no  concern  of  the  Public  Health  Officer,  but  one 
does  not  need  to  be  a financial  expert  to  realize  that  the  cost  of  re- 
housing, etc.,  is  going  to  have  a very  serious  effect  on  the  rates  of  a 
comparatively  small  unit  such  as  the  Clay  Cross  Urban  District 
Council. 


Cases  of  Notifiable 


DISI2ASE 


Diseases  at  Varying 

AGE  OaOUPS 


Ages  during  1954 


Under 
1 year 


Lfe2  3A4  5 9 10  14  15-19  20-34  35-44 


Smallpox  ...  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  0 

Diplillieria  ■ 0 

Enteric  Fever  : 

Typhoid  ...  0 

Para-typhoid  ...  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  0 
Me  dnt'ocr  ccal  Intecn  0 
Erysipelao  ...  0 

Poliomyelitis  ...  0 

Enceph.  Uethargica  0 
Pneumonia  ...  1 

Measles  1 

Whooping  Coiif^li  ...  1 

Food  Poisoning  ...  0 


0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

33 

9 

0 


0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

36 

4 

0 


0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


1 ag 


1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 


45-64  65  Total 
& over 


'e  unknown 
410  0 1 age  unknown 

6 0 0 0 0 
2 ages  unknown  0 1 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 


0 

14 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

14 

112 

20 

3 
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Infectious  Diseases. 


Total  number 

Cases  admitted 

Total 

notified 

to  hospital 

deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

6 

0 

Diplitlieria 

. . . 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever  : 

Typhoid 

0 

0 

0 

I’ara-ly  phoid 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infection 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

0 

0 

0 

Oplitlialmia  Neonatorum 

0 

0 

0 

Encephalitis  Lelhargica 

1 

1 

0 

Poliomyelitis 

. . . 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

... 

14 

0 

7 

Measles 

112 

2 

0 

Whooping  Congh 

20 

2 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

• . . 

3 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis 

Return 

for 

1954. 

NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

Age  period 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 and  over 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  and  over 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  and  over 

I 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

55  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

65  and  over 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

6 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Not 

Notified. 

Not  Primary. 

Cases  inclu- 

ded above 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

Immunisations 

Under 

1 

1 

2 3 

4 

5—9 

10—14 

Total 

Nuinbet  of  children 

who 

(inol.) 

(inch ) 

had  Primary  Immunisa- 
tions in  the  Authority’s 
area  during  the  year  1954  1 1 

67 

13  3 

5 

10 

123 

14 

12 


Ti’oniiiicnt  Centre,  l*oolsbr<»ok. 

Number  of  Cases:  49. 

^cnl>ie5<. 


Adults 

5—15 

Under  5 

Total 

Bolsover  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough  .... 

2 

1 

0 

3 

Chesterfield  R.D.C 

3 

0 

1 

4 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 

1 

7 

Ilcncl  IJcc. 

Bolsover  U.D.C 

1(1) 

3(3) 

1(1) 

5(5) 

Chesterfield  Borough  .... 

0 

3(0) 

3(0) 

7(0) 

Chesterfield  R.D.C 

3(2) 

11(6) 

0 

14(8) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

0 

9(2) 

1(0) 

10(2) 

5(3) 

26(11) 

5(1) 

36(15) 

I§>enbies  with  Vorminousi  Ileadw. 

Bolsover  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough  .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  R.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

' 0 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Dronfield  U.D.C 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 
Miscellaneous 
Pediculosis  Corporis  .... 
Pediculosis  Pubis 


0 

4 

1 Chesterfield  R.D.C.  Adult 
1 Clowne  R.D.C.  Adult 


NOTE. — The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  those  on  whom  live 
lice  were  found. 
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Keport  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1954 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of 
The  Clay  Cross  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work  of  the  Health 
and  Cleansing  Department  for  the  year  1954. 

No  request  has  been  received  from  the  County  Council  for  their 
usual  Report  and  the  following  figures  are  supplied  in  lieu. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT 

Visits  and  Inspections 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  28 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  212 

Factories  ....  ....  ....  25 

Rats  and  Mice  ....  ....  192 

Housing  ....  ....  ....  525 

Infectious  Diseases  ....  ....  33 

Public  Cleansing  ....  ....  553 

Public  Conveniences  ....  ....  39 

Licensed  Premises  ....  ....  5 

Petroleum  Acts  ....  ....  10 

Miscellaneous  and  Others  ....  299 


1921 


Food  Inspection  Visits 

Meat  Inspection  ....  ....  265 

Butchers  Shops  ....  ....  50 

Grocers  Shops  ....  ....  42 

Other  Food  Premises  ....  ....  24 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ....  41 


422 

No.  of  complaints  received  ....  ....  361 

Nuisances  abated  ....  ....  ....  183 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  Estimated  popu- 

lation involved 


No.  of  houses  in  district  connected  to 


mains 

2970 

8600 

No.  of  houses  in  district  supplied  from 

standpipes  or  mains 

7 

25 

No.  of  houses  in  district  not  supplied 

from  standpipes  or  mains 

25 

70 

No.  of  connections  made  during  year  : 

(a)  Existing  houses 

0 

(b)  New  houses 

218 

(c)  Other  premises 

3 

DRAINAGE 

Estimated  popu- 
lation involved 

No.  of  houses  in  district  connected  to 

sewers 

2860 

8300 

No.  of  houses  in  district  not  connected 

to  sewers 

130 

400 

No.  of  connections  made  during  year  : 

(a)  Existing  houses  .... 

0 

(b)  New  houses 

216 

(c)  Other  premises 

3 

No.  of  conversions  of  other  closets  to  W.C.’s 

0 

HOUSING 

New  houses  erected  during  year  by  : 

(a)  Local  authority  ....  ....  ....  49 

(b)  Private  enterprise  ....  ...  ....  15 

(c)  Others  ....  (C.I.H.A.  for  N.C.B.)  154 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ....  ....  ....  83 

No.  of  houses  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ....  ....  ....  83 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  3 

No.  of  defective  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  action 

(formal  or  informal)  by  Local  Authority  ....  80 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  1 

No.  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  29 

No.  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  2 

No.  of  houses  closed  by  agreement  with  N.C.B.  ..  ....  19 


PETROLEUM  (REGULATIONS)  ACTS,  1928—1936 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  is  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  Petroleum  Acts,  which  are  mainly  concerned  with  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit  and  the  licensing  of  such  stores.  Thirteen  licences 
to  store  petroleum  spirit  are  held  in  the  Urban  District  providing  for 
a maximum  storage  capacity  of  74,000  gallons.  Licence  fees 
amounted  to  ^(^14/10/-.  These  figures  are  the  same  as  for  1953. 

Two  licences  were  renewed  for  the  storage  of  Calcium  Carbide, 
the  fees  amount  to  15/-. 

THE  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

One  of  the  workmen  of  the  Cleansing  Department  was  employed 
as  a part-time  Rodent  Operator  until  transferred  to  the  Surveyor’s 
Department.  At  the  moment  another  man  suitable  for  training  in 
methods  of  rodent  destruction  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  has  not  been  found. 

Warfarin  has  been  widely  and  successfully  used  during  the  year, 
and  has  almost  superseded  the  use  of  other  poisons,  except  in  special 
cases. 

'I'he  annual  Sewer  Test  was  undertaken  during  October  when 
sixteen  manholes,  selected  to  cover  the  whole  of  the  sewered  area  of 
the  Urban  District,  W'ere  bailed  with  damp  sausage  rusk.  Only  tw'o 
takes  W'ere  recorded  and  these  manholes  were  successfully  poisoned 
with  Zinc  Phosphide. 

Permanent  baiting-points  have  been  established  on  the  refuse  tip 
and  have  been  very  successful  in  preventing  any  serious  reinfestations. 

The  following  treatments  for  rats  and  mice  were  carried  out 
during  the  year : 


Refuse  Tip 

2 

Bridge  Street  Depot  . .. 

1 

Sewerage  Works 

2 

Dwelling  Houses 

47 

Other  Premises 

19 

71 

A striking  publicity  display  was  shown  in  the  window  of  the  Co- 
operative Society’s  premises  in  High  Street  during  the  fortnight  com- 
mencing 29th  March.  Thanks  are  due  for  the  co-operation  and 
facilities  afforded  by  the  directors  and  the  local  manager  of  Chester- 
field and  District  Co-operative  Society  Ltd. 


16 


HOUSING. 

1954  again  broke  all  records  for  house  building  in  Clay  Cross. 
The  occupants  of  houses  in  the  Waterloo  Street  Clearance  Area  were 
re-housed,  and  demolitions  followed  swiftly  although  much  remained 
to  be  done  to  clear  the  site  at  the  end  of  the  year.  A further  19 
houses  at  the  Blocks,  Danesmoor  were  emptied  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  National  Coal  Board.  1955  should  see  the  emptying  of  the  15 
remaining  occupied  houses,  and  the  demolition  of  all  48  houses  in  this 
area. 

The  Council  have  not  yet  decided  to  make  Improvement  Grants, 
although  a Housing  Exhibition  in  London  attended  by  Aid.  Bennison, 
the  Surveyor,  and  I,  showed  the  great  possibilities  of  the  scheme. 

The  Coal  Industry  Association  scheme  of  216  houses  at  Danes- 
moor was  completed  during  the  year. 

Stretton  Road  is  still  without  a sewer.  The  more  I see  of  cess- 
pools the  more  I dislike  them,  and  many  of  the  cesspools  in  this  area 
are  now  in  a very  bad  condition,  or  are  inadequate  for  the  needs  of 
the  houses  they  serve. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  SERVICES. 

The  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  has  been  maintained 
although  the  number  of  houses  to  be  visited  has  again  increased  sub- 
stantially. More  than  520  new  houses  have  been  erected  during  the 
past  four  years.  A large  proportion  of  these  are  on  modern  estates, 
with  long  garden  paths  to  each  house,  which  slow  the  collections  to  a 
very  marked  degree.  The  number  of  houses  without  proper  dustbins 
is  still  increasing,  and  apart  from  any  other  aspect,  this  is  another 
handicap  to  the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  service.  The  number  of 
ashpits  is  being  gradually  reduced,  but  not  as  quickly  as  I would  like. 
It  is  now  quite  out  of  the  question  to  give  a reasonable  service  for  the 
cleansing  of  ashpits. 

The  emptying  of  cesspools  has  been  carried  out  reasonably  satis- 
factory, although  many  people  have  been  disappointed  because  it  is 
usually  impossible  to  give  service  without  a few  days  notice.  This  is 
because  the  work  for  the  lorry  used  to  provide  this  service,  is  planned 
in  advance,  and  four  days  of  every  week  are  occupied  with  essential 
routine  work. 

Street  Cleansing  in  the  centre  of  the  town  has  been  carried  out 
regularly  and  efficiently,  but  other  areas  of  the  town  have  not  received 
all  the  attention  which  could  be  desired.  Another  man  with  a street 
orderly  is  now  necessary,  and  this  need  will  be  accentuated  when  the 
Coal  Industry  Housing  Association  Estate  is  taken  over  next  year. 
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Two  hundred  and  ninety  seven  Street  Gullies  were  cleansed 
during  May  by  a Gully  Emptier  hired  from  Chesterfield  Borough 
Council.  This  total  does  not  include  any  gullies  on  County  Roads, 
and  the  number  is  still  increasing. 

Replacement  of  the  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Lorry  has  again  been 
deferred,  but  the  bodywork  was  extensively  repaired  at  a cost  of 
and  it  is  hoped  that  this  lorry  will  give  satisfactory  service  for  at  least 
a further  two  years.  The  Dennis  lorry  continues  to  give  very  satis- 
factory service. 

The  two  lorries  have  travelled  above  14,000  miles  and  used  2,095 
gallons  of  petrol  in  carrying  out  these  services. 

Absence  of  workmen  through  sickness  was  again  at  a high  level, 
and  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  almost  18  Vo  of  the  possible 
working  hours  was  lost  through  various  causes  This  seriously 
intei feres  with  the  work  of  the  department,  as  most  of  the  time  is 
occupied  with  routine  woik  which  must  (or  ought)  to  be  carried  out 
weekly. 

Wage  increases  have  become  an  annual  event.  Even  so,  the 
wages  of  Council  workmen  do  not  compare  with  the  wages  paid  in 
industry,  and  it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  recruit  suitable 
labour.  Realising  this  and  amid  the  growing  discontent  of  the  work- 
men, the  Council  decided  to  pay  5/-  a week  above  the  basic  rates  to 
all  workmen  as  some  incentive  to  retain  existing  staff. 


REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

Refuse  disposal  by  controlled  tipping  has  been  carried  out  at  the 
Chesterfield  Road  tip.  It  is  estimated  that  more  than  3,300  tons  of 
refuse  are  collected  and  disposed  of  annually. 

A crop  of  Oats  was  grown  on  about  one  acre  of  ground  levelled 
by  tipping.  There  was  a slight  loss  on  this  crop,  due  to  the  excep- 
tionally bad  season  and  also  to  severe  damage  by  birds.  The  loss 
was  more  than  compensated  for  by  the  improved  appearance  of  the 
tip,  and  also  by  the  fact  that  nothing  had  to  be  spent  on  cutting  down 
the  weeds  on  this  ground.  The  Derbyshire  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  have  recommended  wheat  as  the  next  crop.  The  area  of 
cultivable  land  is  increasing  annually,  and  I feel  that  this  policy  of 
cultivation  will  be  of  great  benefit  to  any  future  use  of  the  land. 

Cricket  infestations  were  kept  under  control  by  dressings  with  an 
insecticide  containing  DDT.  There  was  a sudden  outburst  of  activity 
during  a warm  spell  in  September  when  it  was  thought  that  the 
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cricket  season  was  over  for  1954.  Small  re-infestations  of  rats  were 
promptly  dealt  with,  and  the  policy  of  permanent  baiting  points 
continued. 


COLLECTIONS. 

No.  of  dustbins  (weekly) 

3150 

No.  of  privvies  (collected  at  intervals) 

45 

No.  of  pails  (weekly)  .... 

14 

No.  of  cesspools  emptied  (as  required) 

86 

SALVAGE. 

A 5 year  contract,  until  the  31st  May,  1959,  was  signed  with 
Thames  Board  Mills  to  take  all  our  supplies  of  waste  paper.  The 
demand  for  waste  paper  increased  as  the  year  progressed,  and  prices 
received  showed  a tendency  to  rise,  reaching  £1  10s.  Od.  a ton  for 
mixed  waste  paper  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Paper  is  sorted  into  3 
main  grades,  mixed,  newspapers  {£9  10s.  Od.  a ton),  and  fibreboard 
containers  {£9  a ton). 

The  following  table  shows  the  fluctuations  in  the  amounts  and 
value  of  paper  collected  annually  since  salvage  operations  were 
inaugurated  on  the  1st  April,  1940.  It  also  shows  that  a record 
amount  of  paper  was  collected  during  1954.  It  is  confidently  antici- 
pated that  this  figure  will  be  exceeded  during  the  coming  year. 

Tonnage 


Collected 

Value 

Year 

. Tons 

Cwts 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1940 

24 

0 

96 

2 

0 

1941 

93 

13 

381 

14 

7 

1942 

76 

14 

437 

10 

4 

1943 

53 

6 

353 

5 

8 

1944 

59 

13 

403 

16 

1 

1945 

50 

16 

338 

9 

1 

1946 

60 

4 

395 

0 

0 

1947 

56 

3 

392 

16 

1 

1948 

83 

19 

576 

9 

8 

1949 

36 

16 

245 

4 

5 

1950 

49 

8 

274 

10 

0 

1951 

85 

8 

1192 

12 

11 

1952 

65 

17 

685 

3 

6 

1953 

70 

8 

404 

8 

11 

1954 

93 

19 

663 

15 

0 

960 

4 

£6840 

15 

3 
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SALVAGED  MATERIALS,  1954 


tons 

cwts 

qrs 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Paper 

93 

19 

2 

663 

15 

0 

Scrap  Iron 

5 

16 

0 

38 

2 

0 

Loose  Tins 

26 

13 

0 

38 

19 

6 

Cullet 

1 

11 

0 

1 

13 

3 

Rags 

9 

1 

4 

2 

6 

Miscellaneous  (Bottles,  Jars,  etc.) 

14 

19 

9 

Total 

128 

8 

3 

761 

12 

0 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

Circular  MF.  4/54,  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  dated 
24th  February,  asked  Local  Authorities  to  ensure  that  sufficient 
slaughtering  accommodation  was  available  when  meat  was  de-rationed. 
The  Government  re-affirmed  that  their  policy  was  a moderate  con- 
centration of  slaughterhouses,  but  this  policy  would  take  several 
years  to  apply.  After  much  thought  and  debate  the  C'ouncil  decided 
to  licence  four  slaughterhouses  in  the  Urban  District  provided  that 
they  were  brought  up  to  a minimum  standard  suggested  by  your 
Sanitary  Inspector.  One  of  these  slaughterhouses  has  not  been  used, 
but  one  further  slaughterhouse  was  licensed  at  the  beginning  of 
October. 

The  co-operation  received  from  the  owners  of  these  slaughter- 
houses has  been  excellent : a good  understanding  and  good  relations 
have  been  established.  There  has  been  a marked  improvement  in  the 
dressing  of  carcasses,  and  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  four  of 
the  gentlemen  concerned.  A pleasing  feature  has  been  the  marked 
reduction  in  the  incidence  of  serious  tuberculous  infections  in  cattle 
even  compared  with  three  years  ago  when  slaughtering  was  carried 
out  for  the  Ministry  of  Food.  Condemnations  of  meat  and  offal  have 
been  small.  All  carcasses  are  inspected. 

All  four  slaughterhouses  were  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Food 
as  Deadweight  Certification  Centres  for  Pigs  under  the  Fatstock 
Guarantee  Scheme.  At  three  of  these  Centres  your  Sanitary  Inspec- 
tor is  the  Certifying  Officer. 
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Animals 

Slaughtered  and 

Inspected 

Cattle 

460 

Calves 

49 

Sheep 

559 

Pigs 

305 

Total 

1373 

Of  the  460  cattle  slaughtered  there  were  : 
20  Steers  401  Cows 

38  Heifers  1 Bull 


Condemnations — Whole  Carcasses 


Tuberculosis  Only 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  .... 


Cattle  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 
10  0 0 
2 0 0 1 


3 0 0 1 


Condemnations — Part  Carcasses 

Cattle  Calves 

Tuberculosis  Only  ....  ....  4 0 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  ....  0 0 

4 0 


Sheep  Pigs 

0 5 

0 0 

0 5 


Weights  of  Meat  and  Offal  Condemned 


Meat  (Tuberculosis) 

Tons  Cwts. 

7 

Qrs. 

1 

Lbs 

14 

Meat  (Other  Causes) 

8 

2 

IS 

Offal  (Tuberculosis) 

17 

2 

3 

Offal  (Other  Causes) 

6 

1 

22 

Total  2 0 

0 

1 

No  cases  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  were  found. 
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CONDEMNED  CANNED  AND  OTHER  FOODSTUFFS 


Meats  (various) 

74  tins 

Fish  (various) 

6 tins 

Fruits  (various) 

58  tins 

Others 

.... 

3 tins 

Tomatoes 

39  tins 

Cheese 

70  lbs. 

Vegetables  (various) 

13  tins 

Dried  Fruit 

14  lbs. 

Milk  and  Cream  .... 

13  tins 

Sausage 

8 lbs. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Two  premises  are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice  Cream 
under  the  Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947,  but  in  fact, 
no  ice  cream  was  manufactured  during  1954. 

During  the  year  2 premises  were  registered  under  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1938,  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  Ice  Cream. 

The  total  number  of  premises  in  the  district  registered  for  the 
sale  of  Ice  Cream  is  now  thirty  one. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

From  the  1st  January,  1954,  a large  part  of  Nort.h  Derbyshire 
(including  the  whole  of  the  Urban  District)  became  a Specified  Area. 
This  means  that  only  Tuberculin  Tested,  Pasteurised,  and  Sterilised 
milks  are  supplied  by  retail  in  this  area. 

There  are  twenty  producers  of  milk  in  the  Urban  District,  three 
of  which  are  producer-retailers,  but  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the  milk 
trade  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  big  dairies.  Eighteen  distributors  of 
milk  are  registered  with  this  Authority,  eight  of  them  with  premises 
outside  the  Urban  District.  Eighteen  licences  to  retail  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk,  sixteen  to  retail  Pasteurised  milk,  and  one  licence  to 
retail  Sterilised  Milk  were  granted  or  renewed  during  the  year. 


SAMPLING  (FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT)  1938. 

Statutory  sampling  is  carried  out  by  Officers  of  Derbyshire 
County  Council.  The  follow'ing  information  has  been  supplied  by  the 
County  Analyst,  Mr.  R.  W.  Sutton,  B sc.,  F.R.i.c.,  F.c  s. 

“ Thirty  eight  samples,  including  nineteen  milks,  were  taken 
under  the  above  Act  in  the  area  of  the  Clay  Cross  Urban  District 
Council  during  the  year  1954.  The  samples  of  milk  were  all  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 
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One  specimen,  thought  to  be  glass  and  stated  to  have  been  found 
in  a piece  of  cake,  was  submitted  for  indentification  by  your  Council. 
Examination  confirmed  that  the  fragment  was  in  fact  glass  and  it  was 
further  identified  by  marks  which  agreed  exactly  with  a part  of  the 
lettering  on  a bottle  originally  used  for  an  orange  drink.” 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


1.  Inspections. 

Premises  No.  Inspections 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  31  25 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  4 2 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  3 3 

38  30 


2.  Defects  found  or  reffered  by  h.m.  Inspector 
OF  Factories. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  No.  Found  Remedied 

Unsatisfactory  2 1 

HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS,  ACT,  1954. 

The  above  important  new  Act  came  into  force  on  the  30th 
August,  1954. 

Apart  from  the  well  publicised  and  controversial  provisions  for 
raising  the  rents  of  certain  houses  there  are  also  a number  of 
important  clauses. 

Sec.  1.  Every  Local  Authority  shall,  within  one  year,  submit 
proposals  to  the  Minister  for  dealing  with  houses  which 
appear  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

Sec.  2.  Gives  power  to  purchase  houses  for  temporary  accommoda- 
tion in  lieu  of  making  demolition  orders. 

Sec.  9.  Lays  down  a standard  of  fitness  for  houses  for  human  habita- 
tion. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

During  the  year  the  Council  became  members  of  the  Smoke 
Abatement  Society.  The  subject  has  been  well  to  the  fore  in  recent 
years  and  November  saw  the  appearance  of  the  well  publicised  Beaver 
Report  on  Air  Pollution.  The  following  points  from  the  report 
provide  much  food  for  thought. 

1.  Air  pollution  is  costing  the  nation  about  £25Q  million  a year,  in 
terms  only  of  losses  that  can  be  given  a monetary  value. 

2.  Waste  of  coal  through  incomplete  combustion  possibly  amount  to 

10  million  tons  a year. 

3.  Nearly  half  of  all  the  smoke  in  the  air  comes  from  domestic 
chimneys. 

Paragraph  23  sums  up  the  position  with  regard  to  air  pollution 
in  the  following  words. 

' “Air  pollution  is  a social  and  economic  evil  of  the  first 
magnitude.  It  not  only  does  untold  harm  to  human  health  and 
happiness,  it  is  also  a prodigal  waste  of  material  resources.  Expendi- 
ture on  curing  it  would  be  a fraction  of  the  savings  which  would 
result  from  the  cure.” 

There  is  little  industrial  smoke  pollution  in  Clay  Cross,  but  there 
is  much  room  for  improvement  in  regard  to  the  smoke  pollution 
from  domestic  chimneys.  The  solution,  however,  is  made  more 
difficult  in  that  a large  proportion  of  the  houses  are  in  receipt  of 
concessionary  coal. 

It  is  amazing  that  a population  who  generally  insist  on  clean  food, 
clean  water,  and  good  housing  with  a high  standard  of  sanitation,  are 
indifferent  as  to  whether  the  air  they  breathe  is  clean  or  not. 

Yours  faithfully, 

L.  WILSON, 

M.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


JOS.  SPRIGGS  & SONS, 
PRINTERS 

MARKET  ST..  CLAY  CROSS 


